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This month we honor a familiar 

face in Rushford, Dennis Rut-

gers, of Evavold and Rutgers 

Law Office.  Dennis not only 

serves our community by pro-

viding legal services, but he also 

currently serves as Public De-

fender for the State of Minne-

sota, specializing in criminal 

defense.  Dennis has served 

clients reaching into Houston, 

Winona and Fillmore counties.   

Making sure his office runs 

smoothly from 8 am to 5 pm, 

are the help of his knowledge-

able and friendly staff, Anne 

Spartz, Probate Paralegal and 

Erin Hanson, office assistant.   

Many may not realize that Den-

nis has also served as our City 

Attorney (2001-2005), and also 

on the Board of Directors for 

the Chamber from 2001-2007.  

Presently, he is serving as Presi-

dent of the Lions Club in Rush-

ford.  Dennis is an avid Harley 

Davidson fan, and a hunting 

enthusiast.  He and his wife, 

Terri, and their family reside in 

Rushford.   

As a flood survivor himself, 

Dennis has a keen understand-

ing of the challenges facing 

small businesses and those 

who live in our city.  He is able 

to identify with the struggles of 

having to overcome hardship 

and makes himself available to 

assist those who need legal 

council.   

Dennis wishes to personally 

thank his loyal business cus-

tomers, who stayed with him 

during those long months of 

flood recovery (while he was 

working from his home), and 

especially the efforts of Duane 

Os t r em and  Chr i s t i na 

Fredricks.  Their organization 

and leadership during the after-

math of the flood was a key in 

bringing our town back on its 

feet.   

Dennis purchased and remod-

eled his new building at 313 S 

Elm street following the flood 

in 2007.  Its downtown loca-

tion is easy to find and there is 

ample parking.  Please stop in 

and tell him congratulations on 

his success and being chosen 

as Chamber’s Business of the 

Month.   

November 30th 5:30 PM 

A Special Meeting to vote 

on By Law revisions will be 

held on November 30th at 

5:30 PM, Stumpyõs lower 

level.  Each membership 

received or will receive a 

copy of the revised By 

Laws in the mail to review. 

Each membership is al-

lowed to cast one vote at 

this Special meeting.  At 

the meeting the Board will 

be available to answer any 

questions you may have.  

Soup and sandwiches pro-

vided to the members at-

tending the meeting.      
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Important 

By Nan Lesser, President 



Chamber member and EDA 

board member Roger Metz, and 

City Administrator, Windy Block 

honored 8 (eight) Rushford 

Manufacturing companies with 

the Governor’s Certificate of 

Commendations.  The award 

recognizes these companies for 

their economic contributions 

and commitment to the commu-

nity.  The awards were presented 

October 27th at the newly re-

modeled Hoiland Mill, which 

was a treat to explore.  Food and 

beverages were provided by the 

City of Rushford EDA and the 

Associated Bank of Rushford.  

Stumpy’s catering served the 

food and drinks.    A representa-

tive from each of the manufacturing  

companies spoke.  Two common 

statements from the companies were 

their appreciation for the communi-

ties support and finding quality em-

ployee personnel in Rushford.  Cham-

ber President Nan Lesser offered her 

congratulations and appreciation to 

the manufacturers for the business 

growth they provide to our commu-

nity.  As reported in the Minnesota 

Chamber of Commerce newsletter,  

manufacturing produced $33.6 billion 

in revenue for the state of Minnesota 

in 2008.  Rushford is proud to have in 

the community 8 (eight) innovative 

and growing manufacturing busi-

nesses.      

Chamber of Commerce  & Rushford 

EDA Celebrate Local Manufacturers  

of this type of venue in the future.   
The Board of Directors would like to 
thank all of those who participated; 
the candidates, the citizens and the 
moderator, Jason Sethre, and Corey 
Mattson and Joe Bessler for technical 
support.  The Board appreciates be-
ing able to utilize the RP High School 
gymnasium and having the RP custo-
dial staff set up the tables and 

chairs.  We hope that the Art students 
were successful in selling all of their 
pumpkins for their museum trip.    

Meet the Candidates  

The Meet the Candidate forum, held 
on October 28th was initiated as a 
new public communication tool 
where Rushford city citizens and 
area business owners could gather 
to listen and learn about the can-
didates and their plan to lead our 
city into the future.  Based on the 
attendance and comments, the 
Board is considering adding more 
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Manufacturerôs 

Recognized 

 ̔ Connaughty Sales, Inc 

 ̔ Connaughty Industries 

Inc Mfg 

 ̔ Riverbend Electronics, 

Inc 

 ̔ RiverStar, Inc 

 ̔ Riverside Electronics, 

Inc. 

 ̔ Rushford Hypersonic 

LLC 

 ̔ Rushford NanoElectro 

Chemical Company 

 ̔ JMW Enterprises, Inc 

Manufacturer Week  

October 26thñ30th 

Operation Halloween  

Thank you to the area chamber businesses 

that participated in Operation Halloween. 

Pamõs Corner 

Variety Plus 

Root River Guitar 

Digital River Communication 

Rushford Foods 

Rushford Hardware 

Rushford Dental Clinic 

Rushford Chiropractic 

Clinic 

Stumpyõs 



New Canoe / Camping Launch for Rushford  

Remember to utilize the Rushford Bucks for gift giving this season.  

Associated Bank lending assistant, Debbie Erickson has $5, $10 

and $20 denominations ready for you to come and buy.  Great idea 

for employees as a THANK YOU for all they do, or for loyal cus-

tomers or family and friends! 

Another committee of the “Trails” TMI project has also researched the 
potential of paving adjacent portions of the dike, creating a “dike path” to 
extend the bike trail into the City, through Creek side Park and to various 
historic locations throughout Rushford, extending to scenic Maggelson 
Bluff.  The objective of these projects is to bring more family-oriented 
river and bike recreation to the Rushford area—and that’s good news for 
both our residents and our local businesses! 
 

As an extension of the “Timeless 
Trails” TMI project elected last spring, 
and in conjunction with the National 
Scenic Byways grant made available 
this summer through Historic Bluff 
Country, a local community group has 
proposed a new family recreational site 
just east of the Hwy 16/43 bridge and 
south of the dike in the City of Rush-
ford.  In cooperation with the City, the 
DNR, the Army Corps of Engineers 
and MNDOT, a plan has been pro-
posed for a public canoe launch, a 
picnic/wayside rest area and a primi-
tive campsite in this beautiful riverside 
location.  An adjacent site, also owned 
by the City of Rushford, could be 
made available for a canoe/kayak/bike 
outfitter business to encourage Rush-
ford’s goal as a destination city. 
 
Additional proposals have been made 
for renovation and wayside improve-
ments to the Peterson canoe launch, 
improving and restructuring the exist-
ing Rushford canoe access to become a 
public fishing access, and the establish-
ment of a secondary canoe access 
halfway between Rushford and 
Cushon’s Peak Campground, on Hwy 
16 near Ferndale Golf Course. 
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By Val Gaddis 

Just south of Darr Realty and D&D Car Wash 

Rushford Area Chamber of  Commerce  

Annual Meeting   January 9th, 2010    

Guest Speaker   -   B.J. Jackson    

Questions and comments regarding this article 

please contact to Val Gaddis 

BJ Jackson is a war veteran who will share his story of survival, persistence and how he kept moving for-

ward ~ even though he was badly burned and lost his legs after a bomb blew up under his Humvee in Bagh-

dad during his tour of duty.  A married father of 5 (five) with 1(one) more on the way, he shares what keeps 

him going and why a strong support system is essential in life’s struggles.  At 28 yrs old, BJ has become a 

motivational speaker and voice for wounded soldiers.  Watch for details about the annual meeting in 

the December Newsletter! 



Contact: 
Nan Lesser, Chamber President  

(507) 864-2123 - nlesser@acegroup.cc 

Or  

Terri Benson, Executive Coordinator 

(507) 864 3338 phone, 

terrilbenson@netscape.net 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Events marked with an asterisk (*) are pending.  Details will be filled 

in as they become available.  If you know of other events that will 

affect local business, please contact Terri Benson. 

RUSHFORD AREA 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

November  Monthly Board of Directors Meeting,  4:30 pm 12th 

November  Christmas Open House for Forget-Me-Not Floral and Gift 20th-22nd 

November {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ Ϥ ǾƻǘŜ ƻƴ .ȅ [ŀǿ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ Ϫ {ǘǳƳǇȅΩǎΣ рΥол ǇƳ 30th 

December Commonweal Military Salute to Militaryτ1940 Radio Hour 6th 

December  * Lighted ParadeτAssociated Bank Food Drive 12th 

January (2010) * Rushford Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting 9th 

   

   

OUR MISSION  

The Mission of the Rushford Area 

Chamber of Commerce is to serve as 

a member-driven organization that 

promotes business and community 

growth through economic, civic, 

social and cultural programs in the 

Rushford area. 

For more information on how your business can be a part of the Rushford Area Chamber of 

Commerce, please contact Terri Benson at (507) 864-3338 

Send me your ideas and suggestions for the December newsletter by 11/26/09  

The Minnesota Chamber of Commerce has introduced a new website, 

www.mymn.org, which is an effort to unite Minnesotans around a shared 
goal of strengthening our economy and maintaining our quality of life.  By 
sharing ideas, experiences and leadership opportunities on the website the 
plan is to create People’s Reports.  The report will be shared with commu-
nity leaders and legislative lawmakers on a regular basis to encourage com-
munication and progress based on the voices of Minnesota.   CHECK IT 
OUT!  

http://emailactivity.ecn5.com/engines/linkfrom.aspx?b=196373&e=41619415&l=http://www.mymn.org/

