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Tina Darr, owner of Cloth 

Diapers Today & Baby Bou-

tique, has a delightful and sur-

prising business.  This is not a 

diaper service, but a retail store 

where you can purchase cloth 

diapers and (organic) nursery 

products.  Normally, when 

you think of cloth diapers you 

may think of the bulky cloth 

kind with the plastic pants and 

diaper pins.  But you’ll be glad 

to know that these are NOT 

YOUR MOMMA’S DIA-

PERS!  I was amazed at the 

cute designs and innovated 

styles!  Snap closures, buttons, 

adorable breathable natural 

fabrics, and a wide variety of 

styles to choose from.  Tina 

and I sat down over coffee at 

her kitchen table, while Tina 

held her one-year old son Gib-

son who was smiling contently 

on her lap, Tina began to tell 

me about her business.                

CB: Tina, what inspired you 

to open a cloth diaper busi-

ness? 

TD: I had been purchasing 

diapers on-line and after 

spending a lot of money on 

shipping charges, I decided 

to open up a store so other 

parents could see the prod-

uct first hand, and be able 

to purchase locally.  Plus, I 

can offer what a typical web 

store cannot.  We carry a 

variety of items beyond dia-

pers, such as lotions, laun-

dry care, and nursery items.  

Plus, we also offer free ship-

ping and delivery, and I am 

able to stock items I have 

personally tested and recom-

mend. 

CB: What are the advantages 

to using cloth vs. dispos-

able? 

TD: MANY.  First is value.  

Cloth diapers are hugely 

economical.  You can spend 

on average $1600 (between 

the ages 0—2) on dispos-

ables.  With cloth, because 

you can reuse them, and  

use them for many children, 

they will last for many years.  

Your cost is about $500.  

That’s over $1000 in savings 

for the first child and even 

more savings for subsequent 

children!  Second is conven-

ience.  You will never run 

out or make a midnight run 

to the store.  Third is for 

health reasons.  Many Doc-

tors prefer cloth over dispos-

able because it has been 

proven to reduce the inci-

dence of rash or allergic re-

actions, as they contain no 

harsh chemicals or synthet-

ics.  And, babies seem to 

potty train faster with cloth.  

The last is that they are en-

vironmentally smarter.  Dis-

posable diapers are 3rd most 

common item in land fills, 

and take 250-500 years to 

decompose.   

I was so impressed with Tina.  

She is able to work from her 

home, raising her three chil-

dren, (twins Beatty and Daisy 

are 3) and provides a much 

needed service to our area.  

Tina told me that she has had 

great response so far, and what 

started out as just a small idea 

to help a few, has become very 

successful.  Tina has over 120 

local customers and others 

f rom Boyd, Rochester , 

Decorah, and Chaseburg.   

I would encourage everyone to 

stop by her store of visit her 

w e b s i t e  a t : 

www.clothdiaperstoday.org,  

and check out all the neat 

Christmas gift ideas she offers 

as well!  You’ll be glad you did! 
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Chamber members are invited 

to the Rushford Area Cham-

ber of Commerce’s Annual 

Membership Celebration.  The 

agenda is packed with new 

ideas for 2010 and an ac-

knowledgement of the accom-

plishments made in 2009.  We 

will be recognizing area busi-

ness leaders and community 

businesses for their contribu-

tions and successes.  The fea-

tured speaker, BJ Jackson, is 

young but overcome tremen-

dous challenges with persever-

ance.  See the article below for 

more on this outstanding indi-

vidual.   

Along with the agenda, mem-

bers will have the opportunity 

to renew their membership 

investment and volunteer to 

join in making a difference by 

signing up for one of the new 

committees.  These commit-

tees will be a great resource in 

understanding concerns from 

the various businesses and a 

way to gather ideas on how the 

Chamber can deliver their 

mission of growth in all com-

munity businesses.     

The membership of the 

Rushford Area of Chamber 

of commerce is the founda-

tion of success that assists in 

delivering our mission of 

promoting business and com-

munity growth.   Be sure to 

come and join in the festivi-

ties. 

Ticket Prices: $ 25.00 

CELEBRATION ~ January 9th, 2010 

months, Jackson worked with 

his unit performing various 

Military Police duties and en-

gaging in convoy support 

around Baghdad.   

On August 7th, B.J. was enjoy-

ing his first day off in nearly a 

month and was visiting the 

commercial district of Bagh-

dad.  His vehicle struck a land 

mine and then besieged by 

Iraqis firing AK-47’s and rock 

propelled grenades.  Jackson 

lost both legs below the knee 

and suffered burns to 6 percent 

of his hand, arm, head and 

lower back.  He spent nearly 50 

days in the post burn unit.   

Just over three months later, 

Jackson had recovered enough 

to use his prosthetic legs.  Re-

markably, by early December, 

he was skiing on his new legs at 

a resort in Breckenridge, Colo-

rado.  He remains optimistic 

and urges other to push them-

selves not to be limited by oth-

ers.   

BJ lives in Iowa with his wife, 

Abagail, their two daughters 

and three sons . .  with one 

more on the way!  He looks 

forward to meeting YOU! 

Motivation Inspiration Transformation ~ BJ Jackson     
www.rejackson.net  

Robert “BJ” Jackson, an Iowa 

native, enlisted in the National 

Guard and was trained as a 

supply and small arms special-

ist.  After National Guard 

training, Jackson returned to 

Iowa where he worked in vari-

ous roofing, home improve-

ment and landscaping jobs 

until his Guard Unit received 

orders for active duty in Febru-

ary 2003. 

In April Jackson’s unit headed 

to Kuwait to await orders for 

deployment in Iraq.  His unit 

was positioned just outside of 

Baghdad.  For the first four 

 

The most successful people in 

life are generally  those who have 

the best information.     

 Benjamin Disraeli 
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Ballot  

Brandi  Tarrace  WONDERINK Printing, 3 year term       

(replacing Sharon Rustad)  

Peter Enns Root River Community Church, 3 year term 

(replacing Lee Humble)  

Kevin Klungtvedt  Rushford NanoElectro Chemical, 2 year term 

(replacing Kris Peterson)  

These are the names that were 

nominated by the nominating 

committee and approved by 

the Board of Directors.  This 

ballot will be approved 

through election during the 

Annual Meeting by the Cham-

ber membership. 

Board 

Ballot  



The November 30th Special 

meeting, which was held to 

accept the By Law revisions 

recommended by the Board of 

Directors, created a lively dis-

cussion among the Chamber 

members that attended.  Judy 

Christenson from Stumpy’s 

provided  soup and sandwich’s 

that were quite tasty.  After the 

attendees completed their 

meal, Nan Lesser welcomed 

everyone and gave a brief state-

ment on the work the Board of 

Directors did on the By Laws 

and how they developed the 

changes.  Then the floor was 

opened for discussion on ques-

tions the members needed an-

swered.  After a brief discus-

sion, it was decided to review 

page by page to address issues 

in an organized manner.  Ad-

justments were made based on 

motions and majority approval 

from the membership.  The 

new adjustments were approved 

and elected by the members 

that attended.  The By Laws 

will be posted on the website 

for all members, as well as po-

tential members to reference.   

Change is reviewed, revised & elected 

The Associated Bank will again 
be collecting donations for the 
SEMCAC Food Shelf ~ mone-
tary donations are encouraged.  
Donations will be collected at 
the Fire Station following the 
Parade or you can mail them to 
SEMCAC, PO Box 549, Rush-
ford, MN  55971. 

Happy Holidays! 
 

The 14th Annual Christmas 
Wonderland Parade of Lights 
will be held on December 12th 
in the downtown streets of 
Rushford.   The festivities will 
start at 7 PM and the Associ-
ated Bank is the host.   
If you or your business would 
like to participate in the parade, 
call 864-7744 to enter.  Last 
minute entries are WEL-
COME.   

Christmas Wonderland Parade of Lights DEC 12th 

H1N1 Update ~   dren in the school who will 
need a second dose (those un-
der 10) and should begin with 
other students within the next 
two or three weeks.  The Min-
nesota Department of Health 
has a web site which is an ex-
cellent resource for all things 
"flu".  A trip to this site will 
give you information on pre-
vention, recognition, treatment 
and vaccination.  I strongly 
recommend a visit to this ex-
cellence reference. The link is:   
Since the current supply of 
H1N1 vaccine is still limited, 
certain groups of people have 
priority for receiving it. You 
are in a priority group for 
H1N1 vaccine if you are: 

Age 6 months through 24 

years, whether or not you have a 
medical condition 

Age 25 years through 64 

years, if you have a chronic medi-

cal condition that would put you at 
risk for complications (see list be-
low)          Pregnant 

Working as a health care pro-

vider or as emergency medical ser-
vices personnel 

Living with or caring for children 
under 6 months of age 

Paramed Services, Inc. is cur-
rently vaccinating children as 
noted above in "School Located 
Clinics" with either nasal mist or 
the injectable presentation, and 
will begin vaccinations for the 
general public when more vac-
cine is available. 

Rushford Clinic has an adequate 
supply of vaccine for the above 
groups in injectable form, and 
prefers that you make an ap-
pointment to receive the vaccine 
if at all possible. 507-864-7726. 

Be smart....get vaccinated! 

The news reports we have 
been seeing indicate that 
H1N1 Influenza illness has 
diminished in the state. This is 
true. In the past week, five 
influenza A H1N1-associated 
deaths were confirmed for a 
total of 44 since May, 2009 in 
Minnesota. This is not a call 
for us to relax, however. His-
torically, the third iteration of 
a flu outbreak is normally the 
most severe. This means that 
we will probably see this third 
wave coming after the first of 
the year and it will probably be 
the worst of it. 

Vaccine is rolling out slowly 
but steadily and should be 
available to all who want it by 
the time this wave hits us. We 
are currently vaccinating chil-
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Ho Ho 

Ho !!! 

By Daryl Thompson, RN 



WANTED: SEMCAC Board Member 

vice as a Semcac board 
member, appointed by the 
Rushford Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Please call 
Semcac at 864 -7741 for 
more information about the 
Semcac Board of Directors. 

ñSemcac is looking for a 
board member with fi-
nancial experience, 
such as accounting or 
tax services. We are 
grateful to Jim Roberton 
for his six years of ser-

Contact Terri Benson if 
you are interested in ap-
pointment to the Semcac 
Board as a chamber rep-
resentative.ò   Jennifer 
Hengel  

Contact: 
Nan Lesser, Chamber President  

(507) 864-2123 - nlesser@acegroup.cc 

Or  

Terri Benson, Executive Coordinator 

(507) 864 3338 phone, 

terrilbenson@netscape.net 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Events marked with an asterisk (*) are pending.  Details will be 

filled in as they become available.  If you know of other events that 

will affect local business, please contact Terri Benson. 

RUSHFORD AREA 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Board of Directors Meeting Dec 10th ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ {ǘǳƳǇȅΩǎ [ƻǿŜǊ [ŜǾŜƭΣ пΥол ta 

   

14th Christmas Parade of Lights Dec 12th Saturday, Parade Route  -  Downtown, 7 PM DRESS WARM! 

Chamber Annual Meeting Jan 9th, 
2010 

{ǘǳƳǇȅΩǎ Σ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ с ta 

Board of Directors Monthly Meeting Jan 14th The Creamery, 4: 30 PM  -  Guest are welcome by scheduling with 

Terri 1 week prior to be included on the agenda 

Eagles Cancer Telethon Jan 16th Activities throughout the weekendτmark your calendar 

OUR MISSION  

The Mission of the Rushford Area 

Chamber of Commerce is to serve as 

a member-driven organization that 

promotes business and community 

growth through economic, civic, 

social and cultural programs in the 

Rushford area. 

For more information on how your business can be a part of the Rushford Area Chamber of 

Commerce, please contact Terri Benson at (507) 864-3338 


