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Statistics show that tourism is 
becoming increasingly impor-
tant to a community’s eco-
nomic growth and develop-
ment, and 90% of the tourism 
industry is made up of small 
businesses, just like ours.   
 
The Rushford Area Chamber 
of Commerce believes that 
tourism is an important ingre-
dient in the recipe for eco-
nomic development in Rush-
ford, and a recent $15,000 
grant received from the Rush-
ford Community Foundation 

will be used to provide Rush-
ford citizens with assess-
ments, entertaining and practi-
cal workshops, and custom-
ized recommendations to help 
the community stand out 
above the competition. 

Roger Brooks, founder and 
CEO of Destination Develop-
ment International , will meet 
with area business owners, 
community leaders and ser-
vice groups during his visit to 
Rushford September 8-11, to 

demonstrate how our commu-
nity can become a destination, 
not just a scenic, recreational 
“pass-through” location.  While 
the focus will be on the Rush-
ford community, other area 
community business and civic 
leaders are also invited to 
attend the workshops. 

The Rushford Area Chamber 
is dedicated to the success of 
this program.  Watch for de-
tails, plan to attend, and watch 
our community flourish!�
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Winona Health’s Rushford 
Clinic will open in its new lo-
cation at 109 West Jessie 
Street on Monday, June 8.  

Rushford Clinic and neighbor, 
Witt’s Pharmacy, will wel-
come the community to an 
Open House Wednesday, 
June 24, from 4 to 7 p.m.. 
launched with an 
official Chamber 
of Commerce 
Ribbon Cutting 
ceremony.  Take 
a tour of the renovated build-
ing, take advantage of free 
blood pressure checks, enjoy 
refreshments and door prizes 
and meet the staff at Rush-
ford Clinic and Witt’s Phar-
macy. 

In addition to opening in its 
new location, Winona Health 

is pleased to announce that 
David Lofgren, MD, a family 
practice physician who has 
been serving in Rushford on a 
limited basis, will join Joy Ste-
vens, PA-C, and the Rushford 
Clinic staff full-time. 

“We’ve long-planned to have a 
physician in Rushford full-time 
again.” said Marti Bollman, 
director of primary care clinic 
operations for Winona Health.  
“Dr. Lofgren has felt very much 
at home and has enjoyed car-
ing for individuals and families 
in Rushford. He’s looking for-
ward to expanding his practice 
and providing care for the 
Rushford community along 
with Joy and the Rushford 
Clinic staff.” 
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SCENIC BYWAYS GRANT: 
Kris Nolte, 
Executive Di-
rector of His-
toric Bluff 
Country, an-
nounced re-
cently that there will be Scenic 
Byways grants available in 
2010 for projects that enhance 
tourism and encourage visi-
tors to utilize the designated 
Scenic Byways throughout the 
nation.   

Since Peterson, Rushford and 
Houston all lie along the beau-
tiful Hwy 16 Scenic Byway 
corridor, this may prove to be 
an important grant to increase 
tourism in this area.  

The Scenic Byways grant 
committee will be looking to 
fund projects such as scenic 
picnic pull-off locations, rest 
stops, overlooks near the by-
way and professional signage 
that directs visitors to recrea-
tional opportunities such as 

canoeing, biking, snowmobi-
ling, etc.   

If you are involved in a com-
munity project that might qual-
ify for such a grant, please 
contact Val Gaddis, 864-1113.    

HBC BACKYARD ADVEN-
TURE GIVEAWAY WINNER: 
Michelle Chipera   
2720 Kenwood Ave   
New Hampton, IA 50659 
 

CONGRATULATIONS      
MICHELLE! 

The Tarras’ have resided in 
Rushford since September 
2002, and have a daughter, 
Mandee, who was born that 
same year.  They have 
dreamed of owning their own 
business since they first met. 
 
Scott has working experience 
with several printing organiza-
tions in the Winona area, and 
Brandee has been a graphic 
artist for WinCraft Inc. since 
her graduation from WWTC in 
1995. 

WonderInk Printing 
202 State Hwy 16 
PO Box 371 
Phone: (507) 864-2233 
Fax: (507) 864-2232 
 
WonderInk is Rushford’s new 
addition to the business com-
munity.  Scott and Brandee 
Tarras , owners of the new 
business, will utilize their 20-
years of combined printing 
and graphic arts experience to 
provide their customers with 
excellent service and quality 
products.   

Their goal is to provide a one-
stop print shop for customers 
in the Rushford area, printing 
1-4 color business forms 
(letterhead, envelopes, etc.), 
laminating and bindery ser-
vices, fashion embroidery and 
screen printing, and creation 
of promotional items.   
 

Please welcome them as 
June’s Chamber  

Business of the Month. 
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from sleet and hail, there was 
plenty of rain and wind to 
make the project challenging.  
This was a true test of endur-
ance for young and old alike, 
and a big THANK-YOU goes 
to R-P students and hundreds 
of volunteers, fire-fighters, 
police officers, and service 
groups from Rushford, Wi-
nona, Rochester, Chatfield, 
Lakeville, and many other 
area communities.   

An average of roughly 400 
volunteers was recorded each 
day of the re-build, as people 
came and went throughout the 

5 days of the project. 

A video with pictures from the 
project is expected to be 
made available for viewing 
soon on the Chamber website, 
www.rushfordchamber.com 
and on the Rushford City web-
site: 
www.rushford.govoffice.com   

Pickets are still for sale but 
going fast.  Call Terri Rutgers 
at (507) 864-3387. 

THANKS TO ALL WHO 
VOLUNTEERED FOR A 
JOB WELL DONE ! 
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A final picnic for the Creekside 
Playground Committee, con-
struction captains, and their 
families was held on Wednes-
day, June 3, to celebrate the 
end of their leadership role in 
this very important community 
project.    

Co-chairmen Phil Gaddis and 
Jack O’Donnell are happy with 
the results, and the children 
here and outside of the com-
munity appear to be happy 
also, judging by the numbers 
seen using the playground on 
any given day! 

Although nature spared us 
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The Creekside Team 
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Learn more about Nanotech-
nology and its infinite applica-
tions in business, industry, 
research, health and more at 
the Nanotechnology Confer-
ence in Rushford, Minne-
sota.  The conference is 
scheduled to kick off the an-
nual Rushford Days events on 
Sunday, July 12 (7:00 p.m.) 
and Monday, July 13, with 
sessions starting at 9 a.m., 1 
p.m., and 3:30 p.m. The con-
ference will be held at the 
Rushford American Legion 
and is free and open to the 
public. 

Nanoscience technicians work 
in research, production, mar-
keting, and business environ-
ments. The National Science 
Foundation forecasts a de-
mand for 2 million nanotech-
nology workers worldwide in 
15 years, including 800,000 to 
1 million in the United States. 
Registration to attend the con-
ference is recommended, 
however walk-ins are wel-
come.  

A new Nanoscience Techni-
cian Assistant certificate, of-
fered by Minnesota State Col-

lege-Southeast Technical, is 
transferable to Dakota County 
Technical College’s 
Nanoscience technology pro-
gram and the University of 
Minnesota’s Nanofabrication 
Center. Stipends are avail-
able. 

For more information about 
the conference or the 
Nanotechnology certificate, 
contact Alice Zimmer at 507-
453-2723 or 
azimmer@southeastmn.edu. 
Log on to 
www.southeastmn.edu for the 
college Website. 

gap analysis was also con-
ducted showing where this 
area exceeds, meets or lacks 
business enterprises.   Mr. 
Schwartau’s overall summary 
at the time of the presentation 
was that NE Fillmore County 
did not appear to have signifi-
cant business gaps.   

The area represented in the 

profile included the communi-
ties of Rushford, Peterson, 
and Lanesboro corridor south 
to the MN border, north to I-
90, west almost to Chatfield, 
and east almost to Houston.  
An updated PDF-formatted 
report of this profile will soon 
be posted on the Chamber 
and the City of Rushford web-
sites.  Watch for details.  

The May 27 Market Area Pro-
file, presented by Bruce 
Schwartau from University of 
Minnesota Extension Ser-
vices, provided insight into the 
market potentials in NE Fill-
more County for media, travel 
and leisure activities.  This 
analysis was based on the 
habits and lifestyles of a cross
-section of its residents.  A 

Saturday, June 20:           
11:00 am Chicken dinner with 
live music in the park.             
1:00 pm Parade, followed by 
entertainment for the kids on 
the football field                     
Evening street dance   

Sunday, June 21:              
Dinner at Grace Lutheran 
Church after services 

Highland Prairie Lutheran 
Church Summer Bowl, June 
28, 10:30 am, featuring Ron 
Haugen.  Lunch to follow. 

Rushford Area JOB FAIR, 
June 20, 12:00-5:00 pm, 
Montini Hall in Rushford— 

This is where area businesses 
can meet area workers to fulfill 
their staffing needs.  Free to 
businesses and job seekers.  
For more information, contact 
Chris Robeson, (507) 450-
8008. 

28th Annual Gammel Dag 
Fest in Peterson, June 19-21 

Softball tournaments each day  

Rushford Days, July 13-19 :  
See attached schedule, in-
cluding dates and times for 
the Nanotechnology Confer-
ence.  Don’t miss this one!!!! 

Music at the Depot  features 
home-grown area talent on 
Sunday evenings east of the 
Historic Depot in Rushford.  If 
you would like to showcase 
your talent, call (507) 864-
1113 to schedule a perform-
ance.  Bring CD’s to sell if you 
have them.  (Cancelled in 
case of rain.) 

� �& � � ) �
 � � � � � � � ! � " " � �



Contact: 
Nan Lesser, Chamber President  

(507) 864-2123 - nlesser@acegroup.cc 
Or 

Valencia (Val) Gaddis, Executive Director 
(507) 864-1113 - val@rushfordchamber.com 
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For more information on how you can be a part of the Rushford Area Chamber of       
Commerce, please contact Val Gaddis at (507) 864-1113 
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